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Press Release no.15
EIMA International: focus on safety and innovation

Second day under the banner of safety with the announcement of an accord between FederUnacoma and INAIL on monitoring accidents with agricultural machinery. Innovations and multifunctional agriculture the other leading issues of the day. 

Safety rose to the fore on the second day of EIMA International 2012 with the conference Objective Safety: A Total Strategy Against Accidents in Agriculture organized by FederUnacoma in collaboration with Assosafety, ENAMA and INAIL. Each within his or her own area of institutional competence, those taking part laid out guidelines aimed at improving safeguarding farm workers in their daily activities. FederUnacoma insisted on the need to equip machinery with increasingly advanced devices for the protection of these workers whereas ENAMA and INAIL placed emphasis on, among other points, prevention and training. During the conference, FederUnacoma and INAIL made public an upcoming agreement for the formation of a database for the speedy and thorough monitoring of accidents involving agricultural machinery. The promoters of this initiative said the database will make it possible to overcome the limitations of the present system which fails to provide specifics on the circumstances of these accidents and the characteristics of the machinery involved. 

 The safety issue was also highlighted in the meeting On-the-Job Safety in Floriculture and Urban Groundskeeping sponsored by Fertirrigo Facile. 

Among the other major issues handled today one was innovation for farming enterprises covered in a report presented by the Agri 2000 Observatory entitled, What Innovations are Needed for Economic Competitiveness and the Environment of Agricultural Enterprises?. The report is based on a survey conducted on a representative sample of the most competitive farming enterprises in Italy and the document contains a fully rounded analysis of the question of technological innovation in agriculture. This panoramic view indicates that in spite of reduced investment capabilities due to the difficult international economic trend new technologies are actually the keystone for strengthening the competitiveness of Italian farming enterprises. In this connection, the Internet comes along as a strategic resource, as was pointed out in the meeting Agriculture and the Web: the Land calling Internet organized by FederUnacoma in cooperation with Image Line, www.agronotizie.it and www.macgest.com staff.

With the conference Innovation and Design: The Evolution of the Cab organized by FederUnacoma/Comacomp and the publication Macchine Trattori, the Bologna review opened a window to the tractors of the future. The relateurs explained that for agricultural machinery design is not merely an esthetic feature but plays an essential role for improving the comfort and ergonomics at the operators seat and, as a result, in the safety of the vehicle as well. 

Also on the second day of EIMA International meetings were held on the EIMA M.i.A. program – Management of Lawns led by Stefano Cattaneo, Bring the Forest to the City, run by Maurizio Corrado, The Bio-Energetic Garden, handled by Marco Nieri – and the events staged under the ENAMA banner. These included the presentation of prototypes developed through projects on experiments conducted on machinery innovations and on the control functions of sprayers in use in Italy in connection with the standards set in the European Union Directive 2009/128/CE plus the presentation of an information booklet entitled Summary of Regulations for Transporting Agricultural Machinery on Public Roads. In the cycle of meetings set up for today by the publications L’Informatore Agrario/MAD, Macchine Agricole Domani are two workshops dedicated to the issues of the EU Machine Directive and access to credit. Also coming along for today is a new session of the series Let us Sustain Sustainability under the management of Il Sole 24 Ore with a conference on Sustainable Management of Soil Fertility. There was also time for dealing with international issues in a press conference bringing in institutional representatives and academic figures in the agricultural sector in the Indian state of Punjab who provided updates on agricultural mechanization requirements in their state. The 16th National Potato Meeting, to continue in another session set for Friday the 9th, provided a picture of Italian potato crops in discussions held by various representatives of the crop’s production chain. 

 Among the initiatives promoted by the agricultural mechanization industries, the second day of the EIMA International included the meeting In the Midst of Past, Present and Future organized by Lombardini/Kohler to celebrate eighty years of innovations and a Group Kuhn press conference.
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